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Think of an answered prayer, and consider the timing of
the answer.
How long after the initial prayer did God respond?

Read: John 11:5-7, John 17-22
- How urgently did Mary and Martha want Jesus to move?
- How urgently did Jesus seem to move?
- Can you think of a time when you wanted to scold Jesus for
being late?

Read: Job 38:1-2, Isaiah 55:6-9, and Romans 11:33-34
- What do these verses say about God’s understanding and
actions and man’s understanding?
- Why is it frustrating not knowing what God is up to in
various situations?
- Why do we think we ought to know?

Read: Hebrews 4:14-16
- What do these verses encourage us to do while we wait on
God?
- What do these verses say about the perspective of Jesus?

Read: Ephesians 1:3-12
- What do we have as a result of our adoption by God?
- What are we supposed to do with all the blessings, and
what’s the purpose of it all?
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1. What things do you honor in your life, and how do you show honor?
2. Read Exodus 20:12 and Mark 10:6-9. How is prioritizing your spouse a

way to honor your father and mother?
3. If you have married children, how can you encourage them to honor

their spouse over their relationship with you?
4. Read Ephesians 6:4. How does honoring a spouse help us not to

exasperate our children? Are there seasons when it is easier to
prioritize your spouse over your children and vice-versa? In our society,
are we expected to prioritize our parents or children over our spouse?

5. Read Ephesians 5:25-33. What are some parallels between Christ and
the church and husbands and wives? Where is the church on Jesus’s
list of priorities? Does that have any implication for our relationship with
Jesus or our relationship with our spouse?

6. Read James 1:22-26. Have there been times when your attempts to
prioritize your spouse were more like the first person in James 1? What
concrete steps could you take to prioritize your spouse and not only give
lip service to the idea?
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